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the new time was thrown down. Nietzsche's breach
with Wagner I have elsewhere singled out as the
decisive moment from which the last epoch in German
poetry took its beginning : the crossing of the swords.
Nietzsche had begun life as a disciple of Schopenhauer,
by proclaiming the doctrine, so comforting to the
romantic heart, that the ultimate basis of the Greek
religion was Dionysiac and tragic, not Apollonic and
serene; that the Greek dream of Olympos was, like
Schiller's, merely a foil to a pessimistic outlook on the
world. But, like Heine, this modern Romantic
philosopher became a renegade; he disavowed his
Romanticism, and proclaimed a new philosophy of
optimism, a faith in " man's unconquerable mind ".
Clearly the long night of Romantic pessimism was
passing; and in the fresher air that preceded the dawn,
the old gods began once more to rub their eyes and
think of a return to earth. As the century reached its
close, they came once more to life in German poetry.
In Switzerland was written a great poem, the greatest,
I veritably believe, in this, the last epoch of German
literature, the Oljmpische Fruhling of Carl Spitteler.
Here once again after a long span of time, we have in
European literature an epic in the noble style, and
moreover, an epic of the gods of Greece. Trans-
formed, transfigured, rejuvenated, these old gods pass
once more across the stage of Western Europe ; once
more the marble museum gods of classic learning, the
shadow gods who had faded before Heine's bleeding
Nazarene, are forgotten; the old Olympians come back
into our world, radiant, buoyant with life.
I cannot here, at the close of an overlong lecture,
speak to you as I should like of this wonderful epic.1
Let me only say that Spitteler has followed the most
dangerous of all courses for the poet who will succeed
in this world: he has scouted tradition ; he has defied
1 I have dealt with Spitteler in an article in the Contemporary Review of
January 1921, on the occasion of the award to him of the Nobel Prize in
literature.

